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Former US president Don-
ald Trump has given 38-
year-old Indian-American 
entrepreneur and his rival 

Vivek Ra-

maswamy some ‘fatherly 
advice’ even while declar-
ing that he would be open to 
having him as his running 
mate in the US presidential 
election 

“He’s a smart guy. He’s a 
young guy. He’s got a lot of 
talent. He’s a very, very in-
telligent person. He’s got 
good energy, and he could 
be in some form of some-
thing. I tell you, I think he’d 
be very good. I think he’s 
really distinguished him-
self,” the New York Post 
quoted Trump as saying 
when asked if he had con-
sidered the biotech entre-
preneur for vice-president. 

At the same time, Trump 
asked Ramaswamy not to 
go on a spin when it comes 
to delicate foreign policies. 

Giving him some advice 
and cautioning him as Ra-
maswamy has the tendency 
to stumble into controversy 
over his policy agendas for 

Israel, Taiwan, and 
Ukraine, Trump said:  

“He’s starting to get out 
there a little bit. He’s get-
ting a little bit controver-
sial. I got to tell him: ‘Be a 
little bit careful. Some 
things you have to hold in 
just a little bit’.” 

He went on to say “Look, 
anybody that said I’m the 
best president in a genera-
tion…I have to like a guy 
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Republican party’s presiden-
tial aspirant Vivek Ra-
maswamy hit out at his party 
rivals for attacking him, es-
pecially his views on cutting 
a deal with Russia to end the 
war in Ukraine and Ameri-
can troops pullout from Iran. 

“We are continuing to 
surge in the race and that 
means the knives are contin-
uing to come out, so we're go-
ing to keep debunking the 

myths as they come up be-
cause I think it's important to 
be transparent and address 
criticisms,” Ramaswamy 
said on Thursday. 

“One is this funny, rela-
tively old hack... that they're 
pulling back out that I some-
how made a lot of money off 
of some failed Alzheimer's 
drug. Wrong! Like 99.7% of 
drugs that have ever been 
tested for Alzheimer's, mine 
was one of the many that also 
didn't work,” he said. 
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Russian officials said on 
Friday that air defences in-
tercepted drones heading 
toward three of the coun-
try's western regions, while 
satellite images indicated 
that a major drone barrage 
earlier in the week de-
stroyed at least two 
Ilyushin Il-76 military 
transport planes at a Russ-
ian air base. 

The drone attack on an 
airbase in the Russian city 
of Pskov on Tuesday was 
launched from inside Rus-
sia, Ukraine's military in-
telligence chief has said. 
Kyrylo Budanov said two 
Ilyushin cargo planes were 
destroyed and two dam-
aged. Russia says four were 
damaged, according to the 
BBC. 

Budanov did not say 
whether the attack was car-
ried out by Ukrainian or 
Russian operatives. 

But Budanov's comments 
appear to end speculation 
that it was caused by a long-
range weapon. 

On Thursday, President 

Volodymyr Zelensky said 
that a Ukrainian-made 
weapon had hit a target at a 
distance of 700km. Pskov is 
nearly 700km (434 miles) 
from the Ukrainian border.    

Regional governors said 
defence systems stopped 
three drones in the Kursk, 
Belgorod and Moscow re-
gions. 

"We are working from 
the territory of Russia," Mr 
Budanov told the War Zone 
website on Thursday, with-
out saying what type or 
quantity of drones were 
used. He said the drones 
targeted the tops of the air-
craft - the location of the 
fuel tanks and a critical sec-
tion of the wing spar. 

Moscow airports briefly 
halted flights but no major 
damage or injuries were re-
ported, according to Russ-
ian authorities. 

Meanwhile, satellite im-
ages analyzed by AP show 
that suspected Ukrainian 
drone attacks late Tuesday 
destroyed at least two 
Ilyushin Il-76 military 
transport planes at a Russ-
ian air base.  

An explosion lights up the sky as the Russian military repell a 
drone attack on an airport in the northwestern city of Pskov
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Kyiv: Drone attack on Pskov  
airbase from inside Russia 

London: Around 150 schools in England are facing disruption 
from closure and having to move to temporary locations on Friday 
under new government health and safety guidelines over fears of 
collapse due to a form of risky concrete used in such buildings. The 

UK's Department for Education (DfE) issued the guidance over 
Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC) after losing 
confidence that school and college buildings with confirmed RAAC 
should remain open without mitigations in place.

Several schools in England to shut over collapse fears 
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Trump OK with Ramaswamy as VP Canada races to 
capture 5 mn bees  
OTTAWA: Canadian authorities are 
working towards capturing five 
million bees released after a truck 
carrying several crates of hives fell 
onto a roadway in Ontario, Canada, 
Halton Regional Police Constable 
Ryan Anderson told CNN. Halton 
Regional Police received a call shortly 
after 6 am on Wednesday, after the 
straps attached to the crates of 
beehives became loose and created a 
spill, releasing millions of bees onto 
the roadway in Burlington.




